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This short paperback is a fascinating discussion of topics ranging through demon
possession, vampirism, delusional jealousy, Capgras Syndrome (belief that a loved
one has been replaced by an exact replica), Ganser Syndrome (when accused/con-
victed criminals give silly and approximate answers), Munchausen Syndrome (seek-
ing surgery), and “culture-bound” disorders such as amok (killing sprees), koro (fear
of genital retraction), susto (fright), latah (arctic hysteria), and windigo (desire to
eat human flesh).

Prins, a British authority on criminology, with prior books on serial murderers,
has a style which is easy to follow. He also has a knack for the appropriate use of
footnotes to keep the flow of his writing and yet give the reader extended informa-
tion.

Anthropologists will be challenged by Prins’ moves from -emic to -etic accounts
of behavior; at times, he assumes the phenomenological reality of evil, only to draw
back to a social scientific conception of sick role. The conclusion Prins reaches is
that such bizarre behavior is more universal than culture-bound. Indeed, he cites
U.S. and British examples of quiet men who snapped and went on a skilling spree
(amok), and a British murder and cannibalism case amazingly parallel to that of one
recently uncovered in Milwaukee (for windigo).

Some of Prins’ comments are bold and insightful. For example, “The personality
disorders are the Achilles’ heel of psychiatry” (pp. 15-16); and “It may be all too
easy for the therapist unconsciously to perpetuate the symptoms in a collusive rela-
tionship with this particular type of patient” (p. 19).

It is hard to nail down Prins on the theoretical explanation for such behavior.
Several times, he suggests that obsessive-compulsive disorder is an umbrella under
which these bizarre behaviors can be categorized. Prins is clearly fluent in psycho-
analytic theory, but is certainly not tied to it. In the footnotes especially, he calls
upon Jungians to offer insights into such behaviors. However, this reviewer has an
Adlerian orientation, and found much in Prins to support that perspective: the
people who engage in such behavior are frequently life’s downtrodden (isolated and
exhibiting a low level of competence as well as much resentment against imagined
injustices) and find that they can get a sense of power, an excuse from personal
responsibility and perhaps even some notoriety.

Request for reprints should be send to T.L. Brink, 1103 Church Street, Redlands, California
92374.




Leading the field
in sociology

Vo o

and
Social Planning / Policy & Development
Abstracts (SOPODA)

Our subject specialists track the STAR, DIALOG, and DIMDI.
broad spectrum of theoretical and Hardcopy subscriptions can be
applied sociology from the more than ordered from the address below.
1,800 discipline-specific and related

journals published in North America, The ses and SOPODA information
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and products are supported by:

South America.
» Dotabase-specific user manuals

sa and SOPODA each offer you in- * The latest iéurnal coverage list
depth abstracts and precise indexing . )

of timely journal articles and books, + The sociofile Q,U'Ck Reference
enhanced dissertation listings, and a Guide and User’s Handbook
bibliography of book reviews from * The Thesaurus of Sociological
the journals screened. Indexing Terms

sa and SOPODA are available * Your Guide to Searching se using
together on the sociofile CD-ROM a Personal Computer

and are hosted online by BRS, DATA- « A professional workshop program

The sa family of databases — your fast track to the
information you need, in the format you want.

sociological abstracts, inc.

p.o. box 22206 « san diego, ca 92192-0206
phone (619) 695-8803 / FAX (619) 695-0416 / Help Desk (800) 752-3945




